
The Elections of 
October 25, 2015



Responses of 208 
observers



Problems in 
opening?

Oui
32%

Non
68%



Intake was 
poorly set up
Reporting from Carrefour





Someone was 
threatening the 
election workers
Reporting from Milot, Nord



Late-arriving poll 
watchers made 
trouble
Reporting from Cap-Haïtien



Poll watchers 
trying to get in 
without their 
badges being 
stamped
Reporting from Cité Soleil



Poll watchers 
voting many times
Reporting from Port-Margot, Nord



Voters couldn’t 
find their names 
on the list
Reporting from Maïssade, Central Plateau



Not enough 
security agents
Reporting from Cité Soleil



Voters wouldn’t 
stay in line
Reporting from Cité Soleil



Voters going to 
the wrong polling 
place
Reporting from Fonds-Verrettes, Ouest



A poll watcher 
showed up with a 
gun
Reporting from Hinche, Central Plateau



Proud of this 
election
Reporting from Pétion-Ville





Acts of 
Intimidation

Aucun, 240

Signalés, 13

Observés, 17



Illegal Political 
Activity

Aucune, 227

Signalées, 20

Observées, 5



Interrupters

Aucun, 247

Signalés, 17

Observés, 4 Armés, 1



Rating the BV 
overall



Irregularities 
overall

Aucune, 150

Mineures, 59

Nombreuses 
mineures, 23

Majeures 
reportées, 1

Majeures 
observées, 8



Ouanaminthe
2010: Security 
Problems



2010 Intimidation



2010 Illegal 
Activities



2010 Interrupters



http://haitipolicy.org



Click





Observers’ Commentary

Positif, 47

Neutre, 15

Défavorable 
mineur, 45

Défavorable 
majeur, 13

Défavorable 
mais corrigé, 

34

1.Positive
2.Neutral
3.Negative—Minor irregularities
4. Negative—Major irregularities
5. Negative to start with but also describing how the 
problem was corrected



The Count

Aucune, 217

Mineures, 33

Nombreuses 
mineures, 12

Majeures, 0

Irrégularités



Oui, 141

Non - Erreur 
d'observateur, 36

Non - Erreur des 
MBV, 2

Non - Erreur 
inexpliquée, 2Polling Data and 

Published Results, 
Do They Match?



































The RNDDH Report

 The November  12, 2015 report of RNDDH and four other organizations, “October 25th, 
2015 Elections: A Massive Planned Operation of Electoral Fraud.” 

 Over forty of the fifty-two pages of this report consist of narrative accounts of irregularities, 
which begs the question of prevalence. 

 Although quantification is attempted for several issues, an arithmetical error results in the 
overstating by a factor of two the prevalence of violence

 In the other issues quantified, the RNDDH et al. assess the electoral machinery as having 
worked correctly between 77 percent and 99 percent of the time. Thus their own  
compilation does not sustain their charge of massive, premeditated fraud. 

 The Eighth Electoral Mission took reports from some fifty accredited observers who had 
also observed for the RNDDH consortium. They reported that 68 percent of the openings 
were problem-free and 97 percent of the voting processes had no or minor irregularities.



Allegedly Fraudulent Polling Returns

 On November 21, 2015, all seventy-eight polling returns in a selection examined by the 
electoral commission were declared fraudulent. The word spread like wildfire: If all 
seventy-eight of a sample were fraudulent, what did that say about the rest of them?

 Too late, the electoral commission issued a clarification that it was not a random sample, 
it was a selection brought by a political party.

 Of the seventy-eight returns, the second-largest lot, ten, came from the Pandiassou voting 
center in Central Plateau. Our mission had five accredited observers there, one for every 
two polling rooms.

 None reported appreciable irregularities. The votes received by the leading presidential 
candidates at this voting center deviated by only 4 percent from the average in the 
Hinche area.

 In December we released our report, “The Scandal That Wasn’t.” Nine days later, the 
European Union’s electoral mission issued a report reaching the same conclusions.



The Ambulance

 Word spread in Haiti of an ambulance allegedly carting away box loads of 
ballots from a voting center. Then the boxes were said to be stuffed with 
votes for the government candidate

 We received one report of this from one of our observers in the Dominique 
Savio voting center, Pétion-Ville.

 Four other observers we had there did not report it.

 An examination of the posted results from this voting center shows 
comparatively low totals for all candidates, not consistent with ballot-
stuffing. The government candidate is in the lead, but not 
disproportionately



Oui   Non
5.2 □ □ Les représentants des parties politiques, il y avait quelques-uns qui ont voté plusieurs fois?    

Oui Non

6 199

Poll Watchers Voted Many Times



Oui  Non
8.5 □ □ Les noms des personnes venant au BV pour voter ont été vérifiés dans le registre par un membre du BV.

Oui Non
208 0

8.6  Oui   Non
□ □ Pour chaque électeur, avant d’être admis à voter, le secrétaire inscrit le numéro de sa carte sur la liste 

d’émargement et le demand d’y apposer sa signature. 

Oui Non
208 0

47% of Signature Sheets Were Invalid



Conclusion


